[Cryptococcal meningitis in patients without predisposing immunodeficiency].
Cryptococcal meningitis is a chronic or subacute meningeal infection that may have pulmonary or systemic manifestations and is caused by the yeast Cryptococcus neoformans. It has become an increasingly important pathogen in immunocompromised hosts, whereas cryptococcal meningitis is relatively rare in immunocompetent patients. The diagnosis is often delayed because of the sparse and nonspecific symptoms. We present two cases of cryptococcal meningitis in two patients without known predisposing factors. The symptomatology, diagnosis and treatment of the disease are discussed. The two cases illustrate that Cryptococcus neoformans should be considered in patients with cerebral symptoms and fever. The disease is potentially curable and early diagnosis with specific treatment are important prognostic factors.